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Museum and City Lose Great Resource 
 
 It is with great regret that we announce the departure of our cura-
tor, Mark Still. His work over the last seven years has left our museum the 
center of many cultural events in Monrovia, as well being known all over 
the San Gabriel Valley for its collection of artifacts and its exhibits. 
Steve Baker, president of the Museum board, says of Mark’s first impres-
sion of the museum: "Mark found a museum with no union or focus or 
structure or integration and presented a plan which would accomplish all 
four." He combined his vision for the museum with the muscle and grit to 
tackle the debris of twenty years. He organized, discarded, repaired and 
occasionally faced down the rodents and spiders who resented being dis-
turbed.  As a result, the museum became a venue for groups such as the 
Duarte-Monrovia Black Alumni and Monrovia Latino Heritage Association 
to share their heritage with the Monrovia community. The museum has 
become a diverse cultural center hosting in addition the centennial of the 
life of Colonel Allensworth, Professor Susie Ling’s presentations on the 
presence of African-Americans and Hispanics in early Monrovia, and dis-
playing artwork from different cultures.  

Mark, who taught history at Chafee College, continued his commitment to  education, especially of 
Monrovia’s children, with his commemoration of historical events at the museum. Civil War reenactors 
demonstrated how hard life was at that time; the museum has been visited by the Buffalo Soldier reenactors 
and the 125th anniversary of The Gettysburg Address was marked by a presentation by “Abraham Lincoln”.  
Mark’s marvelous exhibit on Monrovia during World War II introduced Monrovians to their hometown heroes 
such as LeRoy Criss, a Tuskegee Airman, and Frank Morimoto, who served in the 442nd Regimental Com-
bat Team, the most highly decorated unit for its size in World War II.  His exhibits are detailed, authentic, and 
directly related to Monrovia’s history. The  hours and miles he spent searching for artifacts and researching 
historical details are evident in his displays. With an eye to authenticity, Mark invited local Gabrielino Indians 
to weave a replica of the hut the Indians of 200 years ago used in the mountains above Monrovia. The 
sounds of birds in the Native American exhibit and the diffusion of orange aroma in the citrus display make 
for a total experience. 

Mark also pulled together a consortium of surrounding museums for discussions on best practices 
and problems faced by small, unfunded museums. In this way, Mark acted as a resource to enable small 
museums to use and display their artifacts more effectively . 

In 2012, Mark received the Older American of the Year Award from Los Angeles County for his many 
hours at the museum leading public and private tours and "minor" maintenance of the facility.  Monrovia pre-
sented Mark with its Iris Award in 2013 recognizing not only his work at the museum, but also his lasting 
contributions to the community. 

A final remark from Steve Baker sums up Mark's achievement with the museum. Steve paraphrased 
Roman historian Suetonius writing about Caesar Augustus: "He found Rome built of bricks; he left her 
clothed in marble." 

Mark and his wife Peggy have relocated to Beaumont, California, and we wish them good health and 
much happiness in the years to come. They have both left the museum’s board, their many friends in the 
community, and the City of Monrovia with much to remember them by. 
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Dorland Quilt Gifted to the Monrovia Historical Museum 

 

Pamela Halsey Hutchinson and her husband Robert of San Clemente, California, have donated a quilt made 
by her great-grandmother, Linda A. Ninde Dorland in 1927.  Linda Dorland was the wife of Chester P. Dor-
land a mayor of Monrovia in the early 1900s.  Pamela and Robert met with museum board member Pam 
Barkas on a sizzling hot Saturday to deliver the quilt and view the museum.  Additionally, the Hutchinsons 
were hoping that the museum might have the answer to an old family mystery: why Mayor Dorland, who also 
owned a great deal of property in Monrovia, 
stopped attending city council meetings and left 
town, in fact, left the country. 

 The Dorlands moved to Los Angeles 
from Iowa around 1888.  He became an attorney 
and in 1890 began buying significant pieces of 
land in Monrovia. At some point Chester was 
ordained and took on the title Reverend.  The 
Los Angeles Herald is full of references from 
1902 to 1907 concerning wide-spread good 
works of both Linda and Chester as well as 
Chester’s ministering to churches in Long Beach 
and East Los Angeles.   

 As an early Monrovia landowner and 
mayor, Chester P. Dorland’s role in Monrovia 
history would be noteworthy enough.  It is, how-
ever, what happened later in city government 
while he was mayor that becomes more signifi-
cant primarily because of the secrecy surround-
ing a major political upheaval.  John L. Wiley in his book History of Monrovia indicates, without giving particu-
lars, that following the 1910 election, two newly re-elected city councilmen resigned after the first meeting. In 
1912, which was when Chester Dorland became mayor, Wiley reports that almost every individual holding an 

appointed position was terminated.   Nothing is said 
of Mayor Dorland until mention that in 1914 the office 
of mayor was declared vacant due to his absence.  It 
is not clear the length of that absence.  No resigna-
tion had been tendered. By June of 1914 the Dor-
lands were in England.  They never returned to Mon-
rovia but lived in Pasadena upon their return to the 
United States. 

 Pamela Hutchinson informed us that the fam-
ily doesn’t know what happened, or at least it was 
never discussed.  She was hoping that we could 
shed some light on the matter.  While several of us 
were aware that something of this nature had oc-
curred, we have been unable to pursue the topic 
through copies of early newspapers in our library.   

 Now that we have the Dorland quilt we hope 
to be able to solve this mystery and fill in a missing 
piece of Monrovia history. 

 
 
 
 

Robert and Pamela Hutchinson, great-

granddaughter of quilt maker and donor of quilt to 

the museum 
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New Faces on the Board     
 
     Answering the muse-
um's request for new board 
members are Betsy Wood-
ford and Laura Martorana. 
     Betsy will be the first 
to serve in a new board po-
sition which will be called 
the Public Relations Officer.  
With her master’s degree in 
communication manage-
ment and 25 years of cor-
porate communication ex-
perience, Betsy will be in-
valuable in getting the word 
out to the community about 
museum events.  A bonus comes with Betsy’s tech-
nical skill and interest.  She will ensure that our web 
site,  

monroviahistorialmuseum.org,  
 
and our Facebook page are kept current with events 
and acquisitions. Betsy grew up in Pasadena moved 
to Monrovia five years ago from Arcadia.  What 
drew her here was Monrovia’s wonderful sense of 
town. She cites especially Santa making his annual 
rounds on the fire truck right before Christmas!  
     When asked how she came to even consider vol-
unteering for a spot on the museum board, her an-
swer was, “ I'd been looking for a volunteer oppor-
tunity to help Monrovia and the flyer came about the 
opening just in time. I was very impressed with the 
collection and what a foundation it is for the commu-
nity.” 
     Her goal for herself is to get to know more Mon-
rovians and to get many more people involved with 
the museum.  Her goal for the museum is to in-
crease the number of visitors and supporters, and 
familiarize the public with the wonderful community 
resource that the museum is.                                              
  
Laura Martorana has lived in Monrovia most of 
her life and has inherited a love for Monrovia's histo-
ry and preservation from her mother, Kathleen 
Fresquez, who served as treasurer of the Monrovia 
Historic Preservation Group for many years.  A vin-
tage homeowner herself, Laura has been an active 
member of MOHPG and had attended many muse-
um events before joining the board.   She has a col-
lege degree in Business-Public Accounting and 
many years of experience. Laura's immediate goal 
as treasurer is to organize 
the museum's financial 
records and create an Ac-
counting Procedures doc-
ument.   

   

 
 

Volunteer Job Opportunities     
  
     We are seeking volunteers to take on the follow-
ing tasks in order of museum priority. 
Curator of Exhibits  
Requirements may include the following: 
 Plans, organizes and presents exhibits and lec-

tures.  
 Displays objects or collections in a way that the 

general public can understand and appreciate 
them.  

 Can envision an exhibit and then has the hands- 
on skill to give those visions life.  

 May set collaborative meetings with other muse-
um personnel in the area  

 May represent the museum in contacts with the 
public and media. 

 May write a special column for the museum’s 
newsletter and museum’s web site. 

Membership Officer  
Membership data already exists in Excel.  
 Processes new member dues or renewals in 

September. 
 Sends out acknowledgment notes which include 

an updated membership card.   
 Provides mailing labels when required for mass 

mailings. 
Anyone interested in this position may get help from 
Pam Barkas who is doing membership at present.  
Newsletter Editor  
We are using Microsoft Publisher to assemble the 
newsletter, but the choice of software would rest 
with the new editor.  
 Collects articles and photos from other board 

members.  
 Takes the digital files to the printer.  
 affixes the mailing labels (provided by the mem-

bership chair)  
 stamps and mails out the newsletters. 
 

The Monrovia Historical Museum Foundation des-

perately needs to fill these positions as the present 

board members are doing these jobs as well as their 

own.  If you are interested, please contact Franci 

Bolen at  626-415-7198.  She will be happy to an-

swer your questions or address your concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://monroviahistorialmueum.org/
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Visitors to the Museum 

 
     On February 17th, we were extremely pleased to have Monrovia Police Explorer Post 132 and their advi-
sor, Lieutenant Nick Manfredi, volunteer their time to help us here at the Historical Museum.  Their prima-
ry purpose was to tidy up the police exhibit which was assembled by the Monrovia Police Department in 2003 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of being in charge of the safety of Monrovians. 
      The exhibit is one of the most popular because of its complete history of policing in Monrovia illustrated in 
photographs and a DVD.  Additionally, there are uniforms and helmets museum goers can try on and a mo-
torcycle with working lights and sirens. None of the eight Explorers, five boys and three girls, had ever been 
to the museum.  In fact, Lieutenant Manfredi hadn’t visited the museum in over ten years  and everyone 
seemed to find the uniforms and equipment used over the last 113 years extremely interesting.  Especially 
interesting to some of them was that female prisoners were originally lodged in a private home in Monrovia 
until accommodations could be made for them elsewhere in Los Angeles County as the Monrovia jail had no 
separate provisions for women. 
     The museum runs on donations and the work of a small volunteer executive board, so cleaning the exhib-
its as they should be done is very difficult; consequently, we were very happy when the Police Explorers of-
fered to help.  Because of the value of the shields and some 
other items locked in the show cases, only the police depart-
ment has the keys.  When we asked the Monrovia Police De-
partment for the keys, they came up with a better idea of giving 
their explorers the opportunity to perform a public service as 
well as view some important police artifacts.  Museum staff 
provided the materials and instructions on how to clean deli-
cate items and detail the motorcycle, but it was up to the ex-
plorers to organize themselves into an effective work group, 
which is exactly what they did. At the conclusion of their work, 
the Explorers took a quick quiz over some early police-related 
facts, such as the name of the first constable and under what 
circumstances the first Monrovia police officer to die in the line 
of duty lost his life.  We had a tie and the winners were allowed 
to select something to take with them from the Museum gift 
shop. 
     The Explorers enthusiastically indicated they wanted to re-
turn to view the rest of the exhibits in the museum.  Additionally, we invite other members of Monrovia's finest 
to see the their police exhibit, and we welcome any updates they want to make.  We think it would only be fair 
that the police officers take the same quiz the Explorers did at the end of their tour to test their knowledge of 
the Monrovia Police Department’s history. 
……………………………………………………………….. 
     
     The first and second graders of Tzu Chi Elementary School ended their study of fossils, rocks, and miner-
als with a visit to the museum's natural history section on February 12.  The museum's collections of fossils, 
ancient sea life, rocks and minerals is quite extensive for a small museum.  The collection was originally do-
nated to Monrovia High School by Dr. Samuel Emerson Salisbury, a Monrovia dentist who collected the spec-
imens as he traveled.  Lacking the space to properly display the collection, the high school donated it to the 
museum in the 1980s. 
     The eleven students, along with their teacher Rita Marquez, did enjoy the natural history selection, but 
they also found the museum's telephone exhibit mystifying.  To children whose idea of communication is 
through a cell phone, the concept of a crank telephone where the caller told the operator whom he/she 
wished to call and then was connected via cords on an operator's switchboard was baffling.  Another hit with 
the students was the siren in the “Monrovia During World War II” Exhibit.  It was explained to them how Mon-
rovia residents were to be made aware in case of a Japanese air attack, and the sounding of the warning si-
ren was definitely a hit as the students lined up to crank up the siren.  In addition to the siren, the students 
also found interesting the fact that children their age brought their toys, wagons, newspapers and other items 
for the war effort.  They hadn't realized that even children their age played an important role during World War 
II. 
     Though the museum is officially open on Thursdays and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., any group 
can make special arrangements, as the Tzu Chi Elementary School did, to visit the museum at other times. 
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Monrovia Historical Museum Foundation, Inc. 
Board Members 

President   Stephen R. Baker 

Vice President  Franci Bolen 

Curator   

Acquisitions  Denise Trentalange 

Secretary   Trish Gresham 

Corresponding Secretary Pam Barkas 

Treasurer  Laura Martorana 

Public Relations/Web Betsy Woodford 

Members-at Large   Ron Schwartz 

   Mark Still 

www.monroviahistoricalmuseum.org  

Kris Mariconda Remembered  
 
The museum thanks the following for their 
generous donations in memory of Kris Mari-
conda, founding member and long-time 
friend of the Museum: 
 
Sandra and William Anderson,  Dave and 
Donna Baker, Nancy Culver,  Carolyn Dem-
cak,  Jean Freedman, Marlene R. Gibb,   
Steve & Diana Knight, Corey and Mary Ann 
Lutz, Joanne Montgomery, Donald Proctor,  
Betty Sandford, Joanne and James Spring, 
and Fred and Betty Vogelsang.   
 
If we have missed your name in the above 
list, please let us know by contacting us at 
monroviahistoricalmuseum@gmx.com 

A Big Thank You... 

  
...goes to Nancy White of New Creation Picture 

Framing for her in-kind donation of $492.37, the cost 

to repair and frame five photo artifacts dating from 

the 1890s to the 1940s.  The Museum had  three vin-

tage Monroe family photographs in desperate need 

of preservation.  Not only did Nancy preserve the 

photographs, but she turned them into wall art. An 

original, framed picture of the employees of the Day 

and Night Solar Water Heater Company from the 

1930s had a tissue overlay identifying the individu-

als.  Nancy figured out a way to preserve not only 

the picture but the identification.  Finally, we had a 

picture in a rose carved gilt frame of a 3rd prize-

winning Monrovia float in the 1947 Rose Parade.  

Nancy provided all photos with museum grade glass 

and acid free mounting and backing.      

   

     If others out there have special skills that they 

would like to use as an in-kind donation, please be 

sure to contact us by email at 

monroviahistoricalmuseum@gmx.com   

In addition to artifact related work, we are in desper-

ate need of general handyman work, as well as win-

dow and door frame work.          

 

Calendar 
 

 

April 2  Executive Board Meeting 

  9 a.m.  Pam Barkas’s home 

 

April 3  General Membership Meeting 

  2 p.m. Museum 

 

April 14 School District Use 

  5 to 10 p.m. museum patio 

 

May 1  Museum open during Vintage House 

  Tour 

 

May 20 Plymouth School 3rd Grade tour 

 

 

 

Members and potential members come join us 

for our fun-filled General Meeting on April 3.  

There will be perhaps prizes  —  or at least brag-

ging rights —  involved. 
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Monrovia Historical Museum Foundation, Inc. 

P.O. Box 2359 

Monrovia, CA 91017 

 

Address Correction Requested 

Membership Application 

Fill in the information below and mail it along with a check to the address listed below, or you can drop it off at the museum any Thursday or 

Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 4 p.m.  Payment may also be made through PayPal on our web site,  www.monroviahistoricalmuseum.org, by se-

lecting the DONATE tab at the top of the page.  The Monrovia Historical Museum Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation. 

Name  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone __________________  Cell Phone____________________ E-mail address:________________________________      

One Year Membership (check one)  Amount Enclosed  $  ____________ 

 

~  Family   $25  ~  Individual   $20      ~  Senior  $15  (55+) ~    Student  $10  

~    Membership plus a leaf w/donor’s name on the Donor Tree  $100 ~  One-time donation in the amount  of  $____________ 

Mail to:   Monrovia Historical Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box   2359 ,  Monrovia, CA 91017               


